OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C., MANN
ATTORMNEY GEINERAL

Honorable Len Alsup

Executive Secretary-Director
State Commission for the Blind
Land Cffice Building

Austin, Texas

Dsar Sir: ' Opinion No. 0-5132
Ra: Would

'943;:req5osting the opin-

of Mardn 17,
ad question:reads‘as

ion of this department On th_ ahova gtat

';v.s passed by the -Forty-second
gitlay Session 1931, would permit.
aooopt funds from: the re&eral

to pass a lhw gpacirically authoriztng ﬁhe State
Commiseion Tor the Blind to afespt funds from. the
federal government and to make reports- to the fad-
eral government. We believe that under the provi-
sions 6f Section 2 of the law creating the State
Commission for the Blind, the said State Commigsion

NO COMRUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEFARTMENTAL OPTNION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



¢

anorable Lon Alsup, Page 2
= !

for the Blind 1s given the authority to accept
- funds from the federal government aven though the
federal government is not specifically referred

t¢ in the law.

"Since thare 1s a possibility that faderal
legislation will bs passed within the next few
waaks in which this agency may be given the au-
thority to administer sdditional work for ths
bling :with funds receivad from $the federal govern-
ment, I would appreciate your prompt reaply to
thiﬁ mat!tﬂro

— This Dapartmsnt held in opninion No. 0-2070 that
"the State Commission for the Blin@‘hns ‘specific statutory
authority to reoeive gifts, bequests, or devices from indi-
viduals, asgociations or corporations, and may spend them
in acdordanse with the provigions of this Act". Article
3207&3 VBrnnn?a Anhotated Givil'statutaa. N :

ii'will“be noted that Seetion 2 or Articla 32073,‘

"-vamta Anvwotetied (¢4vil Statutes Provides in part:

Py i 1&5 Somisaion may also, . » - take
such misasures, in cooperation with .6ther autaor-
ities, -ag it may deem advigable for the prGVention
of blindness -or conservation of eyesight, and in
appropriate cases, for the-education of ‘ohildren
and the yopationael gonidance of -adults having seri-
ously-sefective sight, The Commission may receive
gifrts, bequests, or deviess from individuals, as-
sociations -or oorﬁoratians, and may expend them
in- aceurdnaee wi the proviﬁions of this Act."

. The: rorege . opinion (No. 0-2070) further holds
in effeot what the Btate Commission for the Biind has the
authority te enter into a contract entitled "Central Control
Plan" as prgvidéd by the United States Office o Education,
Department of the Interior. As the State Commission for the
Blind has specifio stetutory authority to reoeive gifts, be-
quests or dévises fom individuals, asscciastione or corpora-
tions, and may expend them in acoordance with the provisions
of the Aet and as the Commission may also take such measures
in cooperation with other authorities, &s it may decem advis-
able for the prevention of blindness or conservation of eye-
slght, and in epproprBte cases, for the education of children
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and the vocationdl guidance of adults having seriougly defect-
ive sight, it is our opinion that the above stated question
should be angwered in the arfirmative and is so answeraed.

In. ooﬁnection with the foregoing we direct your at-
tention to our opinion No. @-2385 with reference to the pro-
cedure for the State Commiassion rbr tha Blind to follow in

recciving moniss donated.

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
- APPROVED MAR 19, 1943 - - '

~ Grover Sellers . .By s/s

i FIRST ASSISTANT Ardell Williems
K Aﬁiﬁﬁﬂzf'GEHERAL - Asslgtant
'j'_lf:!: : “ ‘”

APFROVED

Opinien ~ - '

Committes - -

By _BWB '

Chairman .



